
As we begin a new fall semester, I am pleased to intro-
duce this issue of the Anthropology Department news-
letter. As always, the newsletter affords us an opportu-
nity to highlight the many individual and collective ac-
complishments of the past year. One of the significant 
developments of the past year was the implementation 
of the Master of Arts and  Master of Applied Anthro-
pology degrees.  The department admitted seven stu-
dents to its fall 2007 class and have ad-
mitted three additional students for fall 
2008. The department provides support 
to all incoming graduate students who 
serve as teaching assistants and as re-
search assistants with faculty. Our sup-
port of students ensures  prompt com-
pletion of degree requirements.  I am 
pleased to note that the program gradu-
ated its first M.A. in August 2008. 
Graduate students are actively engaged 
in research and have participated indi-
vidually and collectively with faculty in 
their attendance and presentations at a 
number of conferences including the 
Arctic Conference, Northwest Anthro-
pological Conference, the meeting of the 
American Association of Physical An-
thropologists, and the Idaho Academy of Sciences meet-
ing.  

During the past year, faculty have been active in re-
search, publication, and receipt of external funding. The 
faculty published 34 scholarly works including books, 
book chapters, journal articles and monographs, pre-
sented 11 papers at professional meetings, provided 
eight journal reviews, and reviewed 31 grant proposals.  
Their work was supported by the receipt of grants and 
contracts totally more than $215,000. Faculty conducted 
field research in Idaho, Missouri, Siberia, and northeast-
ern South America. The department conducted its sec-
ond annual archaeological field school with the Univer-
sity of Guyana at sites in the Iwokrama Rainforest Re-
serve and is signing a new MOA for cooperative ar-
chaeological research and teaching with the Walter Roth 

Museum of Anthropology. Working collaboratively 
within the university, the department has in conjunction 
with faculty in the Department of Geosciences  seen the 
first enrollments in the  new Geoarchaeology major, and 
with  the departments of Geosciences and Computer 
Sciences continue work on an interactive Geo-
Archaeology Data Base for the Intermountain West. 
Margaret Streeter (Anthropology), Greg Hampikian 

(Biology) and Charles Honts (Psychology) 
are developing an interdisciplinary Foren-
sic Justice Institute to promote coopera-
tion between BSU faculty and law en-
forcement agencies. In addition,  the de-
partment has joined a consortium of de-
partments that include Biology, Chemistry 
and Geosciences committed to the devel-
opment of a common Mass Spectrometry 
Laboratory. The Environmental Studies 
Program, coordinated by Dr. Christopher 
Hill (Anthropology) and housed  within 
the department has seen the number of 
majors grow to 90. The department con-
tinues to expand the activities of the Cen-
ter for Applied Archaeological Science, 
having signed a new cooperative agree-
ment with the Boise National Forest and 

two new agreements with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Klamath Falls, Oregon.  

The faculty continue to make contributions to  the col-
lege and university, students, and community by their 
service on numerous committees, advisory boards, and 
working groups. This year the faculty had 91 service 
commitments. Professionally the faculty serve as officers 
in state, regional, and national organizations and as edi-
tors of major state, national, and international journals. 

The faculty continue to provide an innovative and out-
standing curriculum, to conduct basic and applied re-
search across varied geographic and topical areas, and to 
inform students within the university and community of 
the diverse nature of the human experience.    
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The Department of Anthropology presently serves 168 majors and 16 minor students. In addition, faculty serve on 
a number of Interdisciplinary Studies and Environmental Studies graduate committees. During the past year the 
department offered 47 courses and/or sections of classes and 36 workshops. The faculty has provided oversight 
on 25 Independent Study projects and 4 Internships.  An emphasis upon good teaching sees the department 
receiving high marks by its alumni. The department has a very high service enrollment, which totaled over 2,700 
students for the past year—proportionately, one of the highest service loads in the university. The Department of 
Anthropology graduated 9 Baccalaureate students. The department houses the Center for Applied Archaeological 
Science and co-directs the Desert Studies Institute and the Ethnographic Archive.   
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