SHOSHONE-PAIUTE
RANCHING HERITAGE
PROJECT

This spring, anthropol-
ogy students Craig Hauer,
Jody Young, and Jamie Rich-
mond traveled to the Duck
Valley Indian Reservation to
assist Dr. Robert McCarl in
preliminary work on the
Shoshone-Paiute Ranching
Heritage Project. Supported
by a State Board of Educa-
tion Grant, the project will
document the ethnohistory
and cultural legacy of Native
American Ranching and
buckarooing in the Owyhee,
Nevada region. Through the
documentation of original
homestead buildings, inter-
views with family members
and cataloguing of family
photographs, this project
will develop a cultural and
historical profile of
Shoshone-Paiute ranching
traditions on the Duck Val-
ley Indian Reservation. The
goals of the project are to 1)
train local members of
homesteading families on
the reservation in the skills
needed to organize a family
archive of photographs,
tapes and personal docu-
ments; 2) use interviews and

videotapes of daily work
and home life to better un-
derstand past and present
ranching traditions; 3) de-
velop an archival system
with the Shoshone-Paiute
Tribe that will be consistent
with their existing collec-
tions; 4) coordinate copying
of photographic, print and
other materials for storage in
the BSU Ethnographic
Archive for research and
backup protection; 5) pro-
duce a CD-ROM with the
cooperation of Shoshone-
Paiute elders and media
specialists at BSU that repre-
sents the Native American
ranching tradition to K-12
students in Idaho and the
Intermountain West. The

ultimate goal of the project is
to create a cultural archive of
materials for the Shoshone-
Paiute Tribe that will be
directed and controlled by
the tribe. The methods used
will include life history
studies and interviews,
ethnohistorical research
combining primary (re-
corded) and secondary (print
and photographic) docu-
mentation. Although there
have been previous ranching
studies in the west, there has
been no study of Native
American ranching that
includes ranching families in
the research and is con-
ducted with the support of a
sovereign tribal government.







