NATIVE PEOPLES
ALCOHOL/DRUG
REHABILITATION IN
CANADA

Little attention has been paid to
the rehabilitation aspect of native
alcoholism and drug use by social
scientists and yet rehabilitation
programs and treatment centers are
present on most reservations (re-
serves in Canada) and in most large
towns and cities in the United States
and Canada. What kinds of pro-
grams are available for the native
populations? Are the programs
culturally relevant for the people
they are meant to serve? Are the
programs and centers effective? T.
Virginia Cox is spending her Fall
Sabbatical in Edmonton, Alberta and
Prince George, British Columbia
collecting data on the Canadian
approach to alcohol/drug rehabilita-
tion among the native populations.
She will spend two months in
Canada visiting native treatment
centers and an alcohol /drug educa-
tional institution that has been
developed by native peoples for the
purposes of education and training
native people to be alcohol/drug
abuse counselors.

The purpose of her research is to
study the established native treat-
ment programs and treatment centers
in Canada and to document and
describe the Canadian approach to
alcohol/drug rehabilitation for the
native peoples in the Alberta and
British Columbia Provinces that have
large native populations. The
Canadian approach to alcohol/drug
rehabilitation for native peoples
appears to recognize cultural differ-
ences between the EuroCanadian
population and the native population
and to tailor the programs in such a
way that they are culturally relevant

and more successful than the com-
mon approach to alcohol/drug
rehabilitation taken in the US.

Cox’s research in alcohol/drug
rehabilitation for native peoples in
the US and Canada developed out of
her long-standing interest in the
native peoples of North America and
her interest as a medical anthropolo-
gist in ritual healing. Because of her
interest she was invited to work with
a group of native American inmates
at the minimum security correctional
institute south of Boise. Her research
strongly indicated cultural relevancy
was important and that the inmate’s
interpretation of native spirituality
was key to understanding their
approach to fighting and overcoming
alcohol/drug abuse. In the US, these
aspects of culture are rarely recog-
nized by the agencies responsible for
native alcohol/drug rehabilitation
programs and treatment centers,
although in areas with large concen-
trations of native peoples it is more
likely that some effort is made to
make the programs more culturally
relevant.

The research in Canada is sup-
ported by a Canadian Faculty
Development Grant. The grant
stipulates that the research be used in
developing a class to be taught on

campus; therefore, the Anthropology
Department, in cooperation with the
Health Studies Department, will
offer a class entitled Native American
Alcohol/Drug Rehabilitation: Canada
and the United States sometime in the
96/97 academic year.

BUILDING THE WEST TEAM
DOCUMENTS MINING
LANDSCAPES

A team of field workers from both
Boise State’s Department of Anthro-
pology and the University of Utah's
Graduate School of Architecture
spent two weeks in the Couer
d’Alene mining region of north
Idaho documenting the vernacular
landscapes of mining in this area.
Directed by Robert McCarl of BSU
and Tom Carter of UU, the team
included seven graduate architecture
students who sketched, drew and
photographed everything from
nineteenth century boarding houses
to family homes and mine buildings.
McCarl and his students, Ty Erling
and Dirk Beasley, conducted inter-
views with residents and local
historians to provide a cultural
history of the landscapes being
documented. A brochure represent-

ing portions of the

research will be pub-
lished next spring, and
McCarl will return next
summer to conduct
follow-up fieldwork at
selected sites. All of the
research materials will
eventually be housed in
the Kellogg-Wallace:
area and McCarl is
developing a book-
length study of the
above and below
ground landscapes of
mining in the region.







