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ETHNOGRAPHIC MEDIA/
REPRESENTING CULTURE
THROUGH FILM AND
VIDEO

Pete Lutze, Communications, and
Robert McCarl, Anthropology, are
teaching a new Interdisciplinary
Humanities course this semester that
will explore the development of
ethnographic and documentary film,
as well as provide students with an
opportunity to use video as a re-
search tool themselves. The course

eating disorders among young
women, a video about the urban
landscape from a skateboarder’s
perspective, and an oral history of a
tribal elder on the Duck Valley
Indian Reservation are all nearing
completion.

The Ethnographic Media course will
provide students with an opportu-
nity to view classical ethnographic
films like Robert Flaherty’s recon-
struction of Inuit lifeways in the
1920’s, “Nanook of the North;” to the
more contemporary ethnographic
work of Robert
Gardner and

Karl Heider in
“Dead Birds”
in 1963; to
more reflexive
works by
cultural
insiders such
as Hopi
filmmaker
Victor
Masayesva’'s
“Imagining
Indians”
(1992). In
addition to
these ethno-
graphic films,
contemporary
documentaries

grew out of community workshops
developed by Lutze and McCarl that
were aimed at providing Native
Americans, Hispanics, and inner city
youth with an opportunity to use
ethnographic skills and videography
as a means for documenting and
representing their cultures to outsid-
ers. Through these workshops
(funded through a university foun-
dation grant), videos about three
generations of Mexicano women in
Nampa, a documentary of teenage

from the
Raymond'’s classic documentary “An
American Family” to the more
contemporary work of Frederick
Wiseman and Les Blanc will be
studied. The intention of this portion
of the course is to provide students
with both a historical and a contex-
tual frame from which informed
critiques about media as a research
tool can be derived. Both Lutze and
McCarl are actively involved in the
production of ethnographic/docu-
mentary representations of culture

and students will be able to “look
over their shoulder” as their ideas
and critical approaches develop.

In addition to learning more about
the history and critical discourse
surrounding ethnographic media,
students will be challenged to select,
shoot and edit their own ethno-
graphic work in progress. Using the
cultural scene approach developed
by James Spradley and David
McCurdy in the 1970’s, students will
select a cultural scene for documen-
tation. Teams of three students will
light, shoot and record these scenes
and use them as the basis for an
edited ethnographic product.
McCarl and Lutze plan to develop
additional courses in media and
culture that will provide students
with opportunities to explore culture
and cultural issues through media.

MCCARL HIRED AS
CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGIST

Robert McCarl has been hired as
assistant professor in the depart-
ment. McCarl has a Ph.D. in folklore
from Memorial University of New-
foundland. His specialty is ethnog-
raphy in occupational culture. In
addition to his work in occupational
ethnography, McCarl has done pre-
and post-doctoral work at the
Smithsonian Institution; developed a
contract specialty in industrial
ethnohistory and heritage and
written extensively on public appli-
cations of anthropological concepts.
McCarl has taught courses on
ethnography, applied anthropology
and cultural diversity on campus and
he is currently developing an urban
anthropology course for the Spring
semester.






