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NATIVE AMERICAN
CULTURAL PLANNING
MEETING HELD AT BSU

The Department, with support from
the Idaho Heritage Trust and the Colleges
of Social Science and Public Affairs and
Health Sciences, sponsored a planning
meeting on April 24, 1993, that drew
together national specialists in Indian
cultural policy with representatives of the
three southern Idaho tribes. E. Richard
Hart, Director of the Institute of the North
American West in Seattle, joined Michael
Pratt and David Cole of the Keepers of the
Treasures organization in presenting a
number of issues regarding federal policies
toward tribal cultural activity that will
impact Idaho tribes. Michael Pratt led a
workshop on development of Indian
language programs and David Cole spoke
to the issue of tribal use of computerized
technology and data base management.

Representatives from the Idaho tribes
included Lindsey Manning, tribal
chairman, and Winona Charles, from the
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes; Alberta Friday
and Drusilla Gould from the Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes; and Joe Louis Alex from
the Northwest Band-Shoshone. Additional
guests included Gaetha Pace, Director of
the Idaho Heritage Trust; Craig Call,
Chairman of the Idaho Trust Board;
Robert Yohe II, Idaho State Archaeologist;
Roberta Greene, Consultant to the
Shoshone-Bannock Museum; members of
the Department as well as Dean Robert
Sims, Dean Eldon Edmundson and
President Charles Ruch. Dr. Ruch pro-
vided luncheon remarks regarding Boise
State’s commitment to diversity and to the
Idaho Tribes.

The substance of the planning meeting
was devoted to discussing how various
federal initiatives regarding cultural
materials and policies will affect Idaho
tribes. Richard Hart addressed the impact
of the American Indian Religious Freedom
Act (ARFA) on such issues as access to
sacred and culturally significant sites
contiguous to reservations. Hart pointed
out that there are no enforcement “teeth”
in the law and only recently have develop-

ers working next to reservations been
required to confirm their plans with the
tribe before development begins. Hart also
discussed the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAPGRA) which has some important
implications regarding the repatriation of
museum held collections of tribal artifacts.
In September 1993 the tribes are to be sent
collection lists by all major museums
which enjoy federal support. These lists
will contain a description of the artifacts
they hold and negotiations will then begin
regarding

which items

Friday and Drusilla Gould discussed their
language program at Ft. Hall; Winona
Charles presented her planned archive and
language program at Duck Valley; and
Lindsey Manning talked about the
difficulty of obtaining support for cultural
projects designed and operated by the tribe
that would allow them to deve[op long-
term programming, Joe Louis Alex
discussed the Northwest Band-
Shoshone’s efforts in repatriation. The
planning session ended with a discussion
of heritage support at the local, federal

the tribe
would like
repatriated.
The planning
group also
took up the
issue of
Traditional
Cultural
Properties as
defined by
Federal
Bulletin 38.
David
Cole’s

presentation
provided an
historical overview of the Keepers of the
Treasures organization which is supported
by the National Park Service and by
memberships. Originally it gave priority
to tribal economic and health development
and only recently has the organization
devoted much attention to cultural
preservation and retention. Support is also
becoming available for the development of
Tribal Historic Preservation Offices and
Keepers will aid tribal governments in
establishing these offices.

Dr. Michael Pratt’s presentation focused
on the establishment of tribal language
programs. One of greatest problems is the
use of Euro-centered notions of language
acquisition. In his experiences in Okla-
homa with the Osage Tribe, Dr. Pratt has
found a more experiential, traditional
approach to language acquisition begin-
ning with the very young much more
successful. The remainder of the planning
session was devoted to discussion. Alberta
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and state levels. The network developed
thought his meeting will assist the tribes
and the Department in maintaining better
contact and communication with regard to
cultural research and planning.

MCCARL DEVELOPING
HISPANIC RAILROADERS
PROJECT

ln cooperation with the Idaho
Commission on Hispanic Affairs, Robert
McCarl is developing a community-based
project devoted to documenting, preserv-
ing and presenting the cultural history of
Hispanic railroaders in the Intermountain
West. Hispanics began to enter railroading
trades in significant numbers during the
Depression with opportunities expanding
for them during World War 1. Today






